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Claims Listing 

This claims listing replaces all previous claims listings. 

1-4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) A bed platform for supporting a mattress, 
comprising: 

a first section and a second section connectable to form at least a portion 
of said platform; and 

said platform including engageable parts on said first section and on said 
second section that are engageable in response to relative sliding movement between said 
first section and said second section when horizontal [.] ; 

wherein said engageable parts are engageable in response to relative 
sliding movement of said first and second sections toward each other, and said 
engageable parts include first and second latching tongues on first and second side rails 
of said first section, and first and second latching portions on first and second side rails of 
said second section, each latching portion having a latching chamber for receiving a 
latching tongue and having a latch pin movable in the latching chamber; 

each one of the latching tongues on the first section engaging in a 
respective latching chamber on the second section upon sliding movement of the first 
section into connection with the second section, 

each one of the latch pins of the second section moving into engagement 
in a latch opening in the associated latching tongue of the first section, to block 
movement of the first section away from the second section. 

6-7. (Canceled) 
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8. (currently amended) A method of assembling a bed platform for 
supporting a mattress on a floor, the platform including a first section and a second 
section that are connectable with each other to form at least a portion of the platform, said 
method including the steps of: 

placing the first section of the platform horizontal; 

placing the second section of the platform horizontal and with an inner end 
portion of the second section adjacent to an inner end portion of the first section; and 

moving the inner end portion of the first section and the inner end portion 
of the second section in a first direction into engagement with each other while they are 
horizontal; 

the inner end portion of the first section having first and second side rails 

each with a first latching mechanism; 

the inner end portion of the second section having first and second side 

rails each with a second latching mechanism including a latch pin movable in a direction 
transverse to the first direction; 

each one of first latching mechanisms of the first platform section being 

engageable with a respective second latching mechanism of the second platform section 
upon relative sliding movement in the first direction between the first section and the 
second section, 

each one of the latch pins of the second platform section moving 

transversely away from and then into engagement in a latch opening in an associated first 
latching mechanism, to block movement of the first section away from the second 
section. 



9-14. (canceled) 



15. (withdrawn) A bed for use on a floor, said bed comprising: 
a mattress platform; and 
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first and second bed ends for supporting said mattress platform at a 
position raised off the floor; 

said mattress platform having temporary support legs movable between a 
lowered position supporting said mattress platform at a position raised off the floor to 
enable connection of said bed ends with said mattress platform, and a raised position off 
the floor. 

16. (withdrawn) A bed as set forth in claim 15 wherein said temporary 
support legs are pivotable between the raised position and the lowered position. 

17. (withdrawn) A bed as set forth in claim 15 wherein said mattress platform 
comprises at least first and second platform sections that are connectable to enable the 
platform to support a mattress by sliding movement when the sections are both 
horizontal. 

18. (new) A bed platform as set forth in claim 5 wherein: 

each latch pin is supported on the latching portion for movement in first 
and second directions, each latch pin having an associated spring that biases the latch pin 
in the first direction, each latch pin having a camming surface; 

each latching tongue engaging the camming surface on an associated latch 
pin upon movement of the latching tongues into the latching chambers; 

upon further movement of the latching tongues into the latching chambers, 
each latch pin being cammed into retracting movement in the second direction against the 
bias of its associated spring; and 

upon further movement of the latching tongues into the latching chambers, 
each latch pin moving in the first direction under the influence of its associated spring 
into the latch opening in the associated tongue, the engagement of the latch pins in the 
tongue openings locking the first and second sections together. 
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19. (new) A bed platform as set forth in claim 18 wherein the latch pins are 
manually movable in the second direction out of the latch openings to release the latching 
tongues of the first section from the latching portions of the second section, thereby to 
enable sliding movement of the first and second sections away from each other. 

20. (new) A method as set forth in claim 8 wherein the step of moving the 
inner end portion of the first section and the inner end portion of the second section in a 
first direction into engagement with each other while they are horizontal, comprises: 

engaging each latch pin of a second latching mechanism with a tongue of 
a first latching mechanism, and 

camming the latch pin transversely away from the tongue. 

21 . (new) A bed platform for supporting a mattress, comprising: 

a first platform section and a second platform section that are connectable 
by relative sliding movement in a first direction to form at least a portion of the platform: 

the first platform section having first and second side rails, each having a 
first latching mechanism; 

the second platform section having first and second side rails each having 
a second latching mechanism including a latch pin movable in a direction transverse to 
the first direction; 

each one of first latching mechanisms of the first platform section being 
engageable with a respective second latching mechanism of the second platform section 
upon relative sliding movement in the first direction between the first section and the 
second section; 

each one of the latch pins of the second platform section moving 
transversely away from and then into engagement in a latch opening in an associated first 
latching mechanism, to block movement of the first section away from the second 
section. 
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